[An epidemiological study of arterial pressure in a schoolchild population].
To know the prevalence of high blood pressure in childhood. Epidemiological transversal study. SITE. School population, level community. A population of 566 children of 6, 10 and 13 years old of Madrid public schools. The blood pressure measure was registered two times according to the WHO's guidelines. We considered the first sound as systolic blood pressure and the fifth auscultatory phase as diastolic blood pressure. Considering as hypertensive those subjects whose blood pressure are higher than percentile 95 for their age and sex, the total prevalence of systolic hypertension was 5.8% and the total prevalence of diastolic hypertension was 1.4% in both genders. We realized that systolic hypertension prevalence is higher in males for all ages and its is also higher than the results offered by similar studies. It doesn't happen the same thing in the diastolic hypertension prevalence which we found that the measurements registered in males are higher than females but in contrast with other studies we found similar prevalence. We need to identify early the presence of higher blood pressure with the purpose of to prevent in time.